[Pharmacologic therapy in failed thrombolysis: sequential infusion of tirofiban. Pilot study with 47 patients].
Glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibitors have been recently proposed as a bridge to rescue transluminal coronary angioplasty in ST elevation myocardial infarction patients in whom thrombolysis fails; but data in its feasibility, safety and efficacy are still limited. In 47 consecutive acute myocardial infarction patients in whom thrombolysis failed to achieve 90 minute reperfusion, tirofiban was given at full regimen. Our results have been compared with those obtained in a control group of 48 consecutive acute myocardial infarction patients admitted two years before, period in which tirofiban and rescue angioplasty were not available in our hospital. Our preliminary data suggest this approach is feasible and safe, with possible clinical benefit in this high-risk subgroup of patients.